
To do the 2A course leading to level 3 Statistics & Modeling or Level 3 Calculus A MERIT or better is needed in AS 1.2 Algebra

In algebra letters are used to represent any possible number



eg pocket $ (p) = $5 x time worked (t)


p = 5t



These are called VARIABLES
 x, y, z are frequently used

Normally variables are lower case

Numbers are CONSTANTS (if alone)  eg 3 + 4x – 5 + 7x = 14

    or COEFFICIENTS (if in front of variables (eg 4x)
A TERM is a constant or coefficient and variable     4x + 8y – 6 + 2x + 12y +12
An equation must have an “=”   eg 4x + 7 = 11


3(x – 5)(x + 4) = 12x – 5


The solution of an equation is the number(s) which can 
be substituted in place of the variable “x” to make the 
equation true 

                   There can be several, one or no solutions
                    A solution to an equation is a point on the graph

                    eg y = x + 24               When y = 46 then x = 22
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y = x + 24











A.S 1.2			A 4 credit Common Assessment Task


Algebraic methods and solving equations








